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cipation: and secondly, to those brave men who bore arms in the subsequent struggle: and to all these, however obscure their names, or imperfect their efforts, the Nation at large owe a deep and lasting gratitude.
The task of perpetuating the fame of many of the great leaders of the Revolution, has fallen into the hands of able historians, who have well performed that duty. To rescue from oblivion, and to do justice to the founders of our liberties, whose personal or moral courage were instrumental in producing great and universal benefits to mankind, is peculiarly the duty of the present age. Now, when the present race, who enjoy the blessings purchased by the blood of their fathers, are fast verging to the grave; it is incumbent on all who have the means of elucidating past transactions, or the power to do justice to the actors in the scenes which have preceded them, to lend their efforts, before^, they are themselves called to account, lest the deeds of their ancestors be forever forgotten.
Dunlap, in his useful history, has done much to perpetuate the memory of many of that patriotic association, the Sons of Liberty. To the names of Sears, McDougall, Willett and Hamilton, mentioned by him, may be added those of John Lamb, Hugh Hughes, Gershom Mott, William Wiley, and Thomas Robinson; who composed the most efficient and determined committees, from 1765 to the breaking out of the war; and who were in active correspondence with the patriots of the other Colonies, and aided by their labors to keep up the ardor of opposition to the encroachments of the Ministry.
The claims of Hamilton and Willett have been advocated by their respective sons. Some account of both Sears and McDougall, will be found in the succeeding chapters. The first was a man of great personal intrepidity; forward in dangerous enterprises, and ready at all times to carry out the boldest measures; the latter more cautious and circumspect, yet not unwilling to hazard his personal safety whenever the